


Kindergarten at Windom Elementary
★ 6 classrooms at grade level

○ Approx. 16-20 students per class

★ 9:00AM - 3:15PM
○ Arrival/Breakfast at 9AM–(attendance taken around 9:15)

○ Dismissal at 3:15PM (pick-ups get called starting at 3:05)

★ Comprehensive Curriculum including Co-Curriculars/Specials:
○ Art, Library, Music, PE, STEM, Wellness



We have a state mandated curriculum that keeps 
us busy every day!

Your child will be given the foundations of:

★ Reading and Writing
★ Math
★ Science
★ Social Studies
★ Health and Wellness



The Primary Focus of Kindergarten

★ Development of self-esteem and confidence as a learner
★ Emphasis on cooperation/teamwork

○ working together and getting along
★ Fostering a lifetime love of learning
★ Learning becomes more formalized
★ Providing a safe atmosphere to encourage acceptance, 

empathy, tolerance, and diversity



                A Day in the Life of a Kindergarten Kiddo…
A.M.
9-9:15  Arrival (lockers, coats, backpacks, folders, 
water bottles, hand in notes, bathroom, wash hands, morning work) 

9:15-9:20  Pledge of Allegiance (give reminders to check folders)  
Attendance, lunch count (call each name off) 

9:20-9:30 Morning Meeting
 review sight words,phonics ( letters, sounds, concepts of print)
 integrated Math concepts/skills, calendar skills, verbal expression

*Bathroom, wash hands
9:30-9:40  movement break

9:30-10:00 Reading/ELA-read aloud and discussion

*Bathroom, wash hands
10:00-10:30 Phonics Instruction

10:30-10:50  Playtime Centers/Fine Motor centers
*Bathroom, wash hands, movement break

11:00-11:30  Lunch (in the cafeteria)

P.M.
*Bathroom, wash hands
11:30-12:00 Outdoor Recess

*Bathroom, wash hands,
12:00-12:30  Math   movement break

12:40-1:10  Writing
*Bathroom, wash hands

1:25-2:10  Special (Gym, STEM, Library, 
                                 Art, Music, etc.)

*Bathroom, wash hands
2:20-2:40  Snack, rest and read

2:40-3:00  Science/Social Studies/Health         
                                                              & Wellness
*Pack up when the timer goes off at 2:55 and 
                last call  for bathroom breaks
Dismissal:
Pick-ups/YMCA:  3:10    Bussers 3:15



What skills do 

kindergarten teachers 

anticipate students 

demonstrate  by 

September?



Importance of Encouraging Reading and Listening at Home
● The importance of reading to your child at home:

-More lap time, less screen time, read to your child every day  
-As you are reading together ask questions like: “Why do you think that happened?”, “How would 
you feel?” “What might happen next in the story”
-Encourage your child to chime in with repetitive or familiar phrases from books that they LOVE 
and also give them a chance to “read to you” (Brown Bear Brown Bear, Goodnight Moon) 

        -Reading aloud to your child helps to develop many academic and attention/focus skills necessary  
          for success in kindergarten

● The importance of encouraging “active” listening at home:
 -Students are prompted to actively listen to what the teacher is saying, and process oral/visual 
directions throughout the school day in order to create a positive experience in school
  At home—start with 1 step directions—then do 2 step directions—then 3 step directions.



Importance of Solid Oral-Language Skills
★ 4 and 5 year old kids learn vocabulary at the rate of 5-6 words a day & research shows that one 

of the best predictors of future reading success is a well-developed oral vocabulary in 
kindergarten (which actually starts at birth)

★ Encourage your child to “use your words” to express their needs and wants as opposed to 
non-verbal responses (such as pointing or grumbling)

★ Help build language skills by taking your child to many new places and giving him words and 
descriptions for what they are seeing (talk to them about what they see around them in their 
environment–talk about the words–the letters and the sounds they hear in the beginning of the 
words)



The School Nurse

Mrs. Johnson:  716-209-6322
sjohnson@opschools.org
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The School Nurse
TO ENTER KINDERGARTEN:
❏ Complete Immunization - and updated Physical
❏ Must provide a completed “Health Appraisal form”.

This form can be found on the District webpage.

AT KINDERGARTEN SCREENING:
❏ Conference with School Nurse to inform us of Health Issues (i.e. history of ear 

infections, past surgeries, allergies, asthma, problems at birth, physical 
limitations, or medications your child has to take during school.)

❏ Vision and Hearing Screening



The School Nurse
HEALTH OFFICE SUGGESTIONS:
● Fever of 100.4 or higher in the last 24 hours
● Vomiting/Diarrhea in the last 24 hours
● Persistent cough
● Loss of sleep that night due to illness and or coughing
● Runny nose/cold symptoms (severe congestion)
● Looks sick, complains a lot about feeling sick, is very tired, can’t/won’t eat breakfast or get 

dressed in the morning
● Flu symptoms 
● Diagnosis of conjunctivitis or pink eye
● Diagnosis of strep throat
● Undiagnosed rash

Unsure? Call your family Doctor or the Windom Health Office at  209-6322.
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COUNSELOR
SOCIAL WORKER
PSYCHOLOGIST

We also have many other 
support services to help your 

child be successful!



Windom offers many opportunities to help your
 child grow and learn in all areas:
★ Social Skills
★ Study Skills
★ Emotional Regulation
★ Conflict Resolution
★ Problem Solving Skills
★ Health & Wellness Class
These services are offered whole group, small group, 
or individually.



★ Get coats on and off and hang them up 
★ Go to the bathroom and wash their hands 
★ Fasten and unfasten simple buttons and snaps
★ Blow their nose and cover their mouth when they cough
★ Shoe tying is becoming a lost skill: Practice!
★ Follow simple two-step instructions (“Take off your boots and put on your sneakers.”)
★ Recognize their name when written
★ Encouraging self-help skills is an important step to preparing your child for kindergarten. It 

might be quicker for you to do it, but independence is critical for helping your child adjust to 
school.

The Desire to be Independent



Helping Your Child get Ready for Kindergarten

★ Children take cues from their parents.  As your 
family gets ready for the first day, be calm and let 
your child know that you are confident they will have a 
wonderful  day.

★ Share your fond childhood memories of school and 
stay positive about the new things to come (even 
though you want to cry).

★ Practice self-help skills such as opening/closing their 
backpack and lunch box.

★ Read books about going to Kindergarten!!



Purpose:
★ To get to know the newest members of our Windom family!  

(Strengths, interests, additional supports, etc.) 

★ Mandated by New York State

What do we do at Screening?
★ Activities and Games
★ Gross Motor Skills
★ Language Skills
★ Math Concepts

Kindergarten Screening 



★ Held at Windom Elementary School
○ Thursday, June 15 or Tuesday, June 20 
○ Appointments last approx. 30 minutes
○ Bring your ID

★ Your child must be registered before signing up for a screening appointment.  
Questions about scheduling?  
○ Please call the Main Office to speak with Ms. Garcia: 209- 6279

Sign up for screening through Parent Portal

We are looking forward to meeting our newest Windom friends ! 



Mrs. Pam Shannon:  
pshannon@opschools.org

mailto:pjohnson@opschools.org


Mr. Johnson:  pjohnson@opschools.org
Mrs. Glowacki:  tglowacki@opschools.org

Mrs. Budney:  sbudney@opschools.org
Mrs. Hutschenreuter:  khutschenreuter@opschools.org

Mrs. Johnson:  sjohnson@opschools.org
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